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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2011-274
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: April 26, 2011
Committee(s) of Reference: R, TEU, F
Date of Analysis: April 28, 2011
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 360 – Environmental Regulation in Part 6 – Environmental Protection Fund to add “education and outreach services” conducted by the Board “or by entities approved by the Board” as approved uses of the resources in the Environmental Protection Fund.
Background Information: Chapter 360 currently provides that the Environmental Protection Fund can be used for removal, restoration and remediation of polluted areas and for studies, surveys, tests and investigations of potentially polluted areas.  This bill would expand the authorized uses of the fund to include education and outreach services either by the Environmental Protection Board (EPB) itself or by other entities approved by the Board.  In the past the provisions of this section have been waived by the City Council at the EPB’s request to help pay the costs of citizen and college student attendance at local environmental conferences and to help pay for an environmental exhibit at the Museum of Science and History.  This amendment would make these “education and outreach services” an authorized use of the fund and thereby eliminate the need to invoke a waiver of the Code to permit these expenditures if approved by the EPB.  The Environmental Protection Fund consists of fines levied by the City for violations of environmental regulations, money received as a result of administrative or judicial proceedings, punitive damages or civil penalties for environmental violations.
Policy Impact Area: Use of Environmental Protection Fund
Fiscal Impact: Authorizes additional uses of the fund
Analyst: Clements
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